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We are living in a turbulent network-society and everything is linked with everything. Linear, cyclical and chaotic processes are intermingled. The present financial crisis is a good example of that. 
Young people are living in these 'crazy world, crazy times' (Michael Stype, REM) and they have to prepare themselves for the future. They have to develop an own identity and to become an active citizen.
According to Howard Gardner they need five minds for the future. In the present, as the past of the future, there’s also an important role for education and school to contribute to this development. The minor 'Your identity in Europe' is such a tool to find an own route in the future in a sense-opened, knowledge-based, problem-solving, communicative, active, creative and reflective way. 
In other words, students experience what’s been created, designed, learned and tested in the project ‘To-Gather’. The theoretical background, creative materials, practical experiences and reflective feedback are the fundament of the minor (‘synchronisation didactics’). 
Furthermore we would like to share these experiences with students from all over the world and to let them develop an own multiple identity in Europe. We agree with Albert Camus that it's hard to become who you are'. It's even harder to know the other and that’s why the self and the other have to gather.
The minor ‘Your identity in Europe’ is inspired by ‘To-Gather’, the European multiple choice identity project (2005-2009). Let’s first focus on the what, who, how, where, why and when of ‘To-Gather’.  

WHAT?

Making a learning arrangement or package to develop an own identity (active democratic citizenship) in Europe. It consists of five learning routes for learners and teachers about the themes: Identity

, Family and friends, Good work (environmental identity), Migration and mobility and the Other. 
Other material is the book 'Europe makes sense', 2 music-cd's, the educational game 'The European House' and the website www.to-gather.org
It’s a European Comenius 2.1 project, initiated by the School of Education, Hanze University Groningen in cooperation with schools, colleges and universities in Latvia, Denmark, Slovenia, Portugal and the Netherlands. 
Other participants are: Amnesty, Humanistic League, European Commission (Ettore Deodato),  the European networks CiCe, ETEN and Archipelago, Howard Gardner, Jeremy Rifkin, media and musicians such as Loreena McKennitt, REM, VanderlInde, Nynke Laverman and Katalena. 
 

WHO?
Fine tuned at young people from 3 to 25 years, their teachers and parents and other people,  interested in what’s going on in Europe.
HOW?
In 7 didactical steps in learning routes with a sense opener, knowledge, multiple intelligences, research, activity, communication, creativity and reflection.

Making the transfer to reality and behaviour by using music, art, images, drama, design and educational gaming.
Knowledge based with key-terms and the book 'Europe makes sense' (the final chapter written by Howard Gardner).
Dissemination through the minor 'Your identity in Europe', the course ‘Active citizenship’ for teachers, the European Commission, workshops/presentations and the media.
 
WHERE?
In five countries in Europe: Latvia, Slovenia, Portugal, Denmark and the Netherlands and related to Sweden, Greece, Spain, England, Germany, Russia, Iceland, Norway, Poland, Macedonia and the United States (Howard Gardner and Jeremy Rifkin).  

WHY?
Stimulating the gathering of knowledge, network-thinking, problem-solving, respect and the development of an own value and norm-system in the framework of human rights.
Reacting on the diversity of the existing multiple identities in Europe
Integrating educational, didactical and societal changes and innovations and lifelong and sustainable learning
Activating of citizenship inside the framework of human and children’s rights to develop a balanced identity.
Communication to gather with the other and the self on the website ´To-Gather´.
Knowledge, insight and feeling for the past and the present of the whole of Europe from the perspective of the self and the other. 
WHEN?

The final product of ´To-Gather´ is ready on 1-10-2009 and will be presented interactive, multi-medial and creative on 9-11-9 at School for the Future in Den Bosch, the Netherlands. ‘It was twenty years today’.  

‘Who are you? What's going on? Think it over. Get to know more. What to do? Come to gather’

One place to gather is in the minor ‘Your identity in Europe’. We'll try to make it a pleasant, good and strong learning experience using the right information, thinking tools, serious creativity, interactive working forms, realistic applications and creative presentations. We use modern learning theories and didactics such as systems-thinking, creative and digital learning (educational gaming), multiple intelligence and aesthetics (music, art and dance). It's a good start for lifelong, sustainable and real learning, because it’s about the future role of young people in society. To realize this, we try to balance the constructivistic and the instructivistic method. We try to balance old and new ideas about education and disciplines such as history, sociology, pedagogy, philosophy. The inductive approach means that we start from small and concrete things and use them as bricks to build an own world and identity. 
We’ve created differentiated sources of knowledge in ´To-Gather´ and these will be used in the minor. Specific information and general background information may be found in the book 'Europe makes sense (published in 2009). Music is especially composed, played  and produced on the cd ‘Musical History Tour’ about the past and the cd ‘Sounding out Europe’ about the present and future. Interactive sources are the educational game ‘The European House’, the five learning routes and the website ‘To-Gather’. 
Great sources of knowledge is material made by other students in the To-Gather project such as a song, a drawing, a dance, a clip, a poem or a photo-collage.    
The variety in sources of knowledge, working and communication forms, ways of presentation and reflection is a special feature of the minor. These sources are activated, linked to reality and transferred into behaviour in an interactive, flexible and creative way. ‘Multiple choice identity is in the air for you and me’. 
Aims
· Designing a multiple choice identity in Europe in an open, knowledge

        based, aesthetical, active, creative and empathic way
· Gathering the right knowledge from different perspectives about Europe
· Learning modern skills to develop an own identity in the present and the future
· Learning on the own level and/or as a future teacher to learn children to 

      develop a own ‘multiple choice identity’ in Europe 
· Learning to use aesthetics (music, drama and design) and educational 

gaming as a learning and life style.
· Understanding and respecting the other related to human rights and the

five minds for the future (Howard Gardner)
· Balancing old and new learning styles to accomplish lifelong learning

        (digital learning and multiple intelligences)

Structure
Let’s now focus on the structure of the minor step by step. Just like the To-Gather-project the minor is structured in seven steps. Each step is a learning phase and also the zone of approximate development.

Step 1 and 2 are about knowledge from different entry points (Unit 1). What is the To-Gather-project? What do you have to know about Europe in the past and the present?

What’s the network or multiple society? What are the appropriate learning strategies and thinking tools?  The assignment is an individual test and an essay. Colleagues from Slovenia, England, Denmark or Portugal will give lectures. Step 3 and 4 is about research, problem-solving and communication in reality (Unit 2). The student is doing research in an optional subject, trying to find a solution. Step 4 is also about communication on the To-Gather-site with students in other countries. 
In step 5 and 6 the knowledge, skills and attitudes are transformed into a design and presented in practice or reality. Students of a teacher training institution may design a learning arrangement for children or pupils. Step 4-7 is Unit 3. 
The assignment is a ‘practical’ or realistic test. Finally step 7 is about reflection on the route in a report, good work as a change in the own behaviour and about interchanging with students on the ‘To-Gather-site’. 
Ambition

· focus on the future:  the development of an own identity in Europe. 
· innovative:  in the field of knowledge, new technology, education, learning theory and didactics.
· relevant for society: the network-society asks for network-thinking and learning and Europe 27 asks for a European perspective 
· knowledge based: a transfer to reality and practice and a base for communication and creativity. 
· multi-perspectivistic:  knowledge from more perspectives and places and the six hats of De Bono.
· cooperative: developed in a ‘multilogue’ with primary, secondary and schools of higher education in Europe, with teachers and students, European networks as CiCe, ETEN and Archipelago and NGO’s (Amnesty and the Humanistic League).
· theoretical: legitimated by social-constructivism, instructivism, relational pedagogy, systems/thinking, multiple intelligence, ‘blended learning’ and aesthetics.
· research: by PhD-students from universities in England, Slovenia and Turkey.
· practical:  tested in practice in schools all over Europe
· scientific: based on theories from Fred Korthagen and Howard Gardner from  Harvard University Cambridge.
· creative:  using aesthetics and especially music. Integrating lateral thinking.  
              THE STUDENT-ROUTE
      TO YOUR IDENTITY IN EUROPE

Knowledge                  Identity       Reality/Practice                    

                                                      STEP 1 (3 ECT’s)

                                                        Sense opener

                                                   ‘Do you have an ID?’

                                            In-service-meeting (2 days) to
                                           -activate the own starting-point

                                             through music, dance, art and design

                                           -preflect on the minor through the

                                            ‘six hats’ of De Bono 

                                           -experience the project To-Gather in

                                            aesthetical way                                                                  

                                           -look at the ‘MCI-film’ 

                                           -work on practical examples

                                            of the project ‘To-Gather’ 

STEP 2 (7 ECT’s)

Gathering knowledge

‘I heard the news today oh boy’

-Gathering knowledge in a multiple intelligent and multi-

perspectivistic way using the disciplines: sociology, psychology,

pedagogy, history, music, philosophy and culture  

-Lectures by European colleagues from the project

about the multiple society, social-constructivism,

 Europe 27, youth of today, multiple intelligence,

 ‘blended learning’, lateral thinking and the six hats of De Bono 
-Workshops about learning styles, didactics and good practice from ‘To-Gather’

-Self-study in the sources of knowledge such as: 

                                       ‘Five minds for the future’ (Howard Gardner)

                                       ‘The European dream’ (Jeremy Rifkin)

                                       ‘Europe’ (Norman Davies)

                                       ‘Europe makes sense’, chapter 1 and 3 (Wim Kratsborn and others)

                                       ‘The aesthetics of music’ (Roger Scruton)

                                        Cd’s: ‘Musical history tour’ and ‘Sound for Europe’ 

                                        Essays, videos, clips, fantasy design, art 

                                        and the educational game ‘The European House’

-Individual assignment (test 1)

                                                                                                    STEP 3 (5 ECT’s)

                                                                                                         Transfer

                                                                                                    ‘This is the life’ 

                                                                                            Choose one of these themes:                                                                                      

                                                                                       -do research in reality practice                        

                                                                                         or about one of                                                                                          about one of the  

                                                                                         To-Gather-themes (test 2)

                                                                                       -outdoor activities 

                                                                                       -the transfer to reality of values  

                                                                                        and norms                                                     

                                                                                        (human rights)

                                                                                       -Youth of today: dilemma’s and  

                                                                                         possibilities                                                                                                                             in different parts of Europe

                                                                                       -From life-style to learning-style

                                                                                       -Multiple identities

                                                                                       -The meaning of music

                                                                                       -The European Dream

                                                          STEP 4 (3 ECT’s)
                                                           Communication
                                                            ‘Come to gather’
                                                           Medium: www.to-gather.org
                                                          -chatting with tutors and other minor-students

                                                          -chatting with students/teachers of the To-Gather-

                                                            project                                                                  

                                                          -searching for the unknown on the web in Europe: music, art, 

                                                           dance, film

                                                          -preparing step 5 and 6

                                                          -training to use music, drama, language, art and gaming.

                                                          -workshop “Thinking as Leonardo da Vinci’
                                                          -reflection and preflection with the tutor

STEP 5 (5 ECT’s)

Creation

‘It smells like teen spirit’
-make a design of a theme in reality or 

  design a route for children in practice (test 3)

-legitimize it by theory and the concept of To-Gather

-use multiple intelligences, entry points and systems-thinking

 

                
                                                                                                        STEP 6 (4 ECT’s)

                                                                                                               Presentation   
                                                                                                             ‘My good work’       

                                                                                            

                                                                                       -Present in practice at a school or in reality 

                                                                                        in the city (test 4)  

                                                                                       -Present in an exhibition and on the 

                                                                                         website to students in Europe

                                                               STEP 7 (2 ECT’s                                                           

                                                          Reflection and integration
                                                    ‘The future is not like it was before’  

                                                         -core-reflection and final talk with the tutor 

                                                           about competences/ tuning skills (test 5)

                                                         -interpersonal test with another student-group

                                                         -Good Work: transfer to reality and to own behaviour

                                                          (using ‘Five minds for the future’)

                                                         -take a minute and make a ‘MCI-clip’

                                                         -communication on the website with students in Europe 

                                                          about the presentation and the ‘MCI-clip’         

                                                         -evaluation

             THE TEACHER-ROUTE TO 
          ‘YOUR IDENTITY IN EUROPE’

     Knowledge              Identity        Reality/Practice                   
                                                     STEP 1 (3 ECT’s)

                                                        Sense opener

                                                   ‘Do you have an ID?’
                                           Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (10) 
                                                            Marijke van de Hel (5)
                                                           Henk Visser (5)
                                                           Frans van Gaal (10)
                                                           Rob de Haas (10)
                                            In-service-meeting (2 days) to
                                           -activate the own starting-point

                                             through music, dance, art and design

                                           -preflect on the minor through the

                                            ‘six hats’ of De Bono 

                                           -experience the project To-Gather in

                                            aesthetical way                                                                  

                                           -look at the ‘MCI-film’ 

                                           -work on practical examples

                                            of the project ‘To-Gather’ 

STEP 2 (7 ECT’s)

Gathering knowledge

‘I heard the news today oh boy’

Teachers:

Robi Kroflic (10)
Wim Kratsborn (10)
Svenja Hintz (10)

-Gathering knowledge in a multiple intelligent and multi-

perspectivistic way using the disciplines: sociology, psychology,

pedagogy, history, music, philosophy and culture  

-Lectures by European colleagues from the project

about the multiple society, digital identity and new technologies, 

 social-constructivism, Europe 27, youth of today, multiple intelligence,

 ‘blended learning’, lateral thinking and the six hats of De Bono 

-Workshops about learning styles, didactics and good practice from ‘To-Gather’

-Self-study in the sources of knowledge such as: 

                                       ‘Five minds for the future’ (Howard Gardner)

                                       ‘The European dream’ (Jeremy Rifkin)

                                       ‘Europe’ (Norman Davies)

                                       ‘Europe makes sense’, chapter 1 and 3 (Wim Kratsborn and others)

                                       ‘The aesthetics of music’ (Roger Scruton)

                                        Cd’s: ‘Musical history tour’ and ‘Sound for Europe’ 

                                        Essays, videos, clips, fantasy design, art 

                                        and the educational game ‘The European House’

-Individual assignment (test 1)

                                                                                                    STEP 3 (5 ECT’s)

                                                                                          Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (8)
                                                                                                           Frans van Gaal (8)
                                                                                                           Rob de Haas (8)
                                                                                                           Anja Sinnige (8)
                                                                                                           Loes Mulders (8)
                                                                                                         Transfer

                                                                                                    ‘This is the life’ 

                                                                                            Choose one of these themes:                                                                                      

                                                                                       -do research in reality practice                        

                                                                                         or about one of                                                                                          about one of the  

                                                                                         To-Gather-themes (test 2)

                                                                                       -outdoor activities 

                                                                                       -the transfer to reality of values  

                                                                                        and norms                                                     

                                                                                        (human rights)

                                                                                       -Youth of today: dilemma’s and  

                                                                                         possibilities                                                                                                                             in different parts of Europe

                                                                                       -From life-style to learning-style

                                                                                       -Multiple identities

                                                                                       -The meaning of music

                                                                                       -The European Dream

                                                          STEP 4 (3 ECT’s)
                                                           Communication
                                                            ‘Come to gather’
                                                          Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (10)
                                                                            Marijke van de Hel (10)
                                                          Medium: www.to-gather.org
                                                          -chatting with tutors and other minor-students

                                                          -chatting with students/teachers of the To-Gather-

                                                            project                                                                  

                                                          -searching for the unknown on the web in Europe: music, art, 

                                                           dance, film

                                                          -preparing step 5 and 6

                                                          -training to use music, drama, language, art and gaming.

                                                          -workshop “Thinking as Leonardo da Vinci’
                                                          -reflection and preflection with the tutor

STEP 5 (5 ECT’s)

Creation

‘It smells like teen spirit’

Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (10)
                 Anja Sinnige (5)
                 Frans van Gaal (10)
                 Martijn Wiersema (5) 
                Leerkracht b.o.(5) 
-make a design of a theme in reality or 

  design a route for children in practice (test 3)

-legitimize it by theory and the concept of To-Gather

-use multiple intelligences, entry points and systems-thinking

 

               
 

                                                                                                        STEP 6 (4 ECT’s)

                                                                                                               Presentation   

                                                                                                             ‘My good work’       

                                                                                                                                                                                                 Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (10)
                                                                                                            Frans van Gaal (5)
                                                                                                            Rob de Haas (5)
                                                                                       -Present in practice at a school or in reality 

                                                                                        in the city (test 4)  

                                                                                       -Present in an exhibition and on the 

                                                                                         website to students in Europe

                                                               STEP 7 (2 ECT’s                                                           

                                                          Reflection and integration
                                                    ‘The future is not like it was before’  
                                                          Teachers: Wim Kratsborn (8)
                                                                           Henk Visser (8)
                                                                           Frans van Gaal (8)
                                                                           Anja Sinnige (5)
                                                         -core-reflection and final talk with the tutor 

                                                           about competences/ tuning skills (test 5)

                                                         -interpersonal test with another student-group

                                                         -Good Work: transfer to reality and to own behaviour

                                                          (using ‘Five minds for the future’)

                                                         -take a minute and make a ‘MCI-clip’

                                                         -communication on the website with students in Europe 

                                                          about the presentation and the ‘MCI-clip’         

                                                         -evaluation

